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GRANT OF EXEMPTI ON

By undated letter, M. Lee C. Lauderback, Chief Instructor,
The Stallion 51 Corporation (Stallion 51), 3951 Merlin Drive,
Ki ssi mree, Florida 34741, petitioned the Federal Aviation
Adm ni stration (FAA) on behalf of Stallion 51 for an exenption
from Section 91.315 of Title 14, Code of Federal Regul ations (14
CFR). The proposed exenption, if granted, would permt Stallion
51 to provide initial and recurrent training, orientation
flights, and training under contract with the U S mlitary in
its two North American P-51TF (P-51TF) airplanes certificated as
limted category civil aircraft.

The petitioner requests relief fromthe follow ng regul ation:

Section 91.315 prescribes that no person may operate a
limted category civil aircraft carrying persons or property
for conpensation or hire.

The petitioner supports its request with the foll ow ng
i nformati on:

The petitioner states that Stallion 51 has operated 2 of the
10 remaining TF-51 aircraft in the world since April 1987.
The petitioner submts that the TF-51 aircraft, which is a
dual cockpit, fully-functional dual control trainer version
of the North Anerican P-51 (P-51) aircraft, was designed
specifically to provide fighter training and hi gh-
performance fighter aircraft transition training. The
petitioner indicates that Stallion 51 uses these aircraft to
provide initial and recurrent training, orientation flights,
and training under contract with the U S mlitary.
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According to the petitioner, Stallion 51 uses a "well -
experienced team' to conduct training and operates these
aircraft at a level that neets and generally exceeds U.S.
mlitary operating procedures. The petitioner also states
that for safety purposes, Stallion 51 conducts all training
operations under day/visual flight rule conditions.

According to the petitioner, Stallion 51's original TF-51
aircraft possessed a standard airworthiness certificate.
However, the petitioner states that the FAA reissued a
limted category special airworthiness certificate to the
TF-51 aircraft 3 years later. The petitioner contends the
FAA assured Stallion 51 that because Stallion 51's TF-

51 aircraft have dual cockpits and fully-functional dual
control s and because a trainee would be considered a
crewrenber and not a passenger, "Section 91.315 woul d not
apply.” Nevertheless, the petitioner states that the use of
certain aircraft for flight training operations that do not
hol d standard category airworthiness certificates recently
has conme under review by the FAA, pronpting Stallion 51 to
seek an exenption from Section 91.315. The petitioner,
however, does not seek relief to provide transportation for
conpensation or hire in its TF-51 aircraft.

The petitioner states that Stallion 51's training curricul um
consists of initial and recurrent training that covers
aircraft systens, normal and abnornal procedures, basic
flight maneuvers, slow and hi gh perfornmance maneuveri ng,
stalls and spins, and takeoffs and | andings. According to
the petitioner, successful participants will denonstrate
knowl edge and proficiency in the aircraft at a level that is
required for a type rating under 14 CFR part 61. The
petitioner states that the recurrent training program

provi des an intensive review of aircraft systens,

procedures, various flight maneuvers, and the | atest safety
materials available relative to the operation of the
aircraft. Recurrent training can vary fromone to three
flights depending on the pilot's skill |evel.

According to the petitioner, orientation training flights
are conducted under the sane safety standards as initial and
recurrent training; however, conpletion of the dual training
syl l abus is not expected, nor is the student required to
neet the performance standards for a type rating. The
petitioner states that orientation flights are offered to

i ndi vi dual s who are consi dering the purchase of a high-
performance warbird aircraft, others who would sinply |ike
to strengthen their existing pilot skills, corporate flight
operators and airline pilots seeking unusual attitude
recovery training, and individuals who currently are student
pilots or may becone student pilots in the future.

The petitioner argues that 14 CFR all ows a student pil ot



wi th a conpl ex, high-performance, and tailwheel airplane
endorsenment to act as pilot in command (PIC) of the TF-51
aircraft. Additionally, a private pilot my act as PIC and
carry passengers in the TF-51 aircraft w thout specific
training or a Letter of Authorization fromthe FAA. The
petitioner states that it would be very rare for a student
pilot or lowtinme private pilot at Stallion 51 to act as PIC
of TF-51. The petitioner asserts that the training provided
in Stallion 51 orientation flights does not differ
significantly fromsimlar training provided to student or
private pilots in conplex aircraft possessing standard
category airworthiness certificates. |In addition, Stallion
51 notes that all flight instruction is |ogged as dual under
t he applicabl e Federal Avi ation Regul ati ons.

Furthernore, the petitioner states that Stallion 51 has
conducted approximately 500 training flights for the
mlitary during the past 10 years and is under contract to
provide additional U S. mlitary training flights.

According to the petitioner, Stallion 51 provided test pilot
students and staff of the United States Test Pilot School at
Pat uxt ent Naval Test Center with military qualitative

eval uati ons and has conducted sim |l ar prograns for the
United States Air Force Test Pilot School.

The petitioner states that a grant of exenption would be in
the public interest because Stallion 51 is the only operator
of aircraft capable of adequately training individuals to
oper at e hi gh-performance propeller-driven fighter aircraft
and notes that there are no aircraft certificated in the
standard cat egory capable of performng this m ssion.
According to the petitioner, although instruction is
available in two-place mlitary trainers, other training
options do not offer the same perfornmance characteristics as
the TF-51 aircraft.

The petitioner also submts that insurance conpanies
commonly require new P-51 and TF-51 pilots to obtain

trai ning before being offered adequate insurance coverage.
According to the petitioner, Stallion 51 offers the
necessary training to qualify civilian warbird pilots to
operate their aircraft safely in solo flight or with a
passenger. The petitioner states that a study conducted on
civil pilot accidents in high-performance mlitary surplus
aircraft illustrates the need for this training. The
petitioner adds that the TF-51 aircraft serves as an
excellent training aircraft for pilots who fly the Spitfire,
Corsair, Bearcat, P-47, and other fighter aircraft.

The petitioner states that considering the mnimal pilot
qualifications required to fly a P-51 aircraft,
participation in Stallion 51's training program provi des an
essential service to the aviation conmunity and pronotes
safety in air commerce. Furthernore, the petitioner submts



that Stallion 51 provides an indirect benefit to the public
by allowing the public to see this type of historic mlitary
aircraft performin airshows such as Sun 'n Fun, the Reno
Air Races, Thunder Over Louisville, Jacksonville Naval Air
Station, and the Daytona Beach Sky Fest '97. According to
the petitioner, the aircraft perfornms a 12-m nute aerobatic
routine that is narrated and acconpani ed by nusic, and

i ncludes | ow Il evel flight maneuvers such as vertical rolls,
barrel rolls, point rolls, inverted passes, Cuban-8 | oops,
and a break to | anding.

The petitioner states that a grant of exenption would
provi de an equi val ent | evel of safety because the training
provided by Stallion 51 has hel ped reduce P-51 aircraft
accidents and incidents. The petitioner states that after
10 years of extensive flight operations and over 5,000 hours
of operating the TF-51 aircraft, Stallion 51 has a flaw ess
safety record. The petitioner also states that Stallion 51
has tracked nmore than 71 graduates of its initial/recurrent
trai ning syllabus, and the safety record of those graduates
in operations of the P-51 aircraft and other simlar high-
performance airplanes has been excellent.

According to the petitioner, Stallion 51 requires that
before training each student acknow edge in witing that the
student is receiving flight instruction in an aircraft
certificated in the limted category and that the student is
a crewrenber capable of perform ng the operational and
safety-rel ated tasks of the TF-51 aircraft covered in the
preflight briefing. The petitioner states that all flight
operations are conducted by certificated flight instructors
who possess over 5,000 cumul ative hours of operational
experience in the P-51 and TF-51 aircraft.

Furthernore, the petitioner states that Stallion 51
schedul es nonthly a "safety stand-down" day, during which
pilots are required to attend safety neetings and di scuss
safety issues relating to ground and flight operations. The
petitioner believes that safety is enhanced by constantly
reviewi ng the standardi zati on of operations and instruction.
The petitioner states that in-flight videos are used as
training aides for students and instructor pilots and al so
are periodically reviewed by the chief instructor, M. Lee
C. Lauderback, to ensure training standardization and

i nstructor and student conpliance with Stallion 51 safety

pr ocedur es.

The petitioner also states that Stallion 51 has a well -

or gani zed mai nt enance program under which its aircraft are
mai ntai ned in a manner concurrent with subpart E of part 91
as it applies to aircraft operated for hire. Al aircraft
recei ve an annual inspection and 100-hour inspections in
accordance with U S. Air Force Technical Oder (USAFTO 1F-
51A-6, and all rmai ntenance procedures are conducted in



accordance with USAFTO 1F-51D-2. Additionally, the
petitioner states that Stallion 51 is in the process of
submitting a progressive inspection programto its Flight
Standards District Ofice (FSDO. Furthernore, the
petitioner adds that the Stallion 51 mai ntenance staff
possesses over 50 years of cunulative P-51 and TF-51

ai rcraft mai ntenance experience.

A sunmary of the petition was published in the Federal
Regi ster on June 3, 1998 (63 FR 30282). No conments were
recei ved.

The FAA's anal ysis/sunmary is as foll ows:

The FAA has reviewed the information presented by the
petitioner in support of its petition and has determnm ned
that the circunstances described by the petitioner justify a
grant of exenption.

Hi storically, the FAA has taken the position that an
aircraft with a special airworthiness certificate in the
experinmental category may be used for crew training or
flight instruction where no charges or renuneration for the
use of the aircraft are involved. A pilot or owner may
receive flight instruction froma flight instructor in an
experinmental aircraft; however, a conmercial operator may
not provide such an aircraft for the purpose of providing
flight instruction for hire. A person who is the owner or
operator of an aircraft with a special airworthiness
certificate in the experinental category may receive flight
instruction in that aircraft and pay for the services of a
flight instructor. The FAA also permts a person to take a
certification practical test in an aircraft with a speci al
airworthiness certificate in the experinental category at
the discretion of the exam ner who adm nisters the practi cal
test.

The FAA previously has granted exenptions to certain
commercial operators of aircraft certificated in the
experinmental category when the type of training or aircraft
is so unique that only limted access nay be available to
the users. The operators, by exenption, are permtted to
provide flight instruction for conpensation, and in

addi tion, have proven to operate safely through the

i mposition of conditions and |[imtations that provide an
equi val ent | evel of safety.

The aircraft operated by Stallion 51 are not certificated in
t he experinental category but to the higher standards
required for the limted category. The FAA issues |limted
category airworthiness certificates to aircraft (1)
previously issued a limted category type certificate, (2)
that conformto that type certificate or properly altered
condition, (3) in a good state of preservation and repair,



and (4) in a safe operating condition. The FAA believes
that this provides for an increased | evel of safety over
that of experinmental category aircraft. In addition, the
FAA i nposes no additional conditions for the use of a
l[imted category aircraft when used in the certification
practical test.

The FAA believes that flight training is the cornerstone for
safe flight operations. The FAA pronotes training as

evi denced by the requirenents for the biennial flight
review, the FAA-sponsored pilot proficiency award program
and the many FAA-sponsored safety sem nars provided by the
saf ety program managers found in all FSDOs | ocated

t hroughout the United States. Therefore, a grant of
exenption to Stallion 51 would provide a segnment of the
aviation community with flight instruction that m ght not

ot herwi se be avail abl e.

In consideration of the foregoing, |I find that a grant of
exenption is in the public interest. Therefore, pursuant to the
authority contained in 49 U S.C. Sections 40113 and 44701,
del egated to me by the Administrator (14 CFR Section 11.53), The
Stallion 51 Corporation is granted an exenption from 14 CFR
Section 91.315 to the extent necessary to allow Stallion 51 to
provide initial and recurrent training, and training under
contract with the U S. mlitary inits two North American TF-51
ai rplanes certificated as limted category civil aircraft,
subject to the following conditions and limtations:

1. Stallion 51 nmust continue to maintain its TF-51
aircraft in an airworthy condition in accordance with -

a. The mai nt enance requirenents specified in the TF-
51 aircraft type specification sheet, as anended;

b. An inspection programthat neets the requirenents
of Section 91.409; and

C. Appropriate mlitary technical manuals for the TF-
51 aircraft.

2. The PI C nust -

a. Hold at | east a comrercial pilot certificate with
a single-engine land airplane rating;

b. Hol d at | east a second-class medical certificate;

C. Hold a certificated flight instructor certificate

wi th an airplane single-engine rating;

d. Have conpl eted TF-51 aircraft qualification and
recurrent flight and ground training within the
previ ous 12 cal endar nonths; and



e. Have acconplished three takeoffs and three
landings to a full stop in a TF-51 aircraft within
t he previous 90 days before serving as PIC

This exenption term nates on Septenber 30, 2000, unless sooner
super seded or rescinded.

| ssued i n Washi ngton, DC, on Septenber 17, 1998.

/sl Richard O Gordon
Acting Director, Flight Standards Service



